Mapping Urban Economies Beyond National Histories. Spatial-Economic Organizations of Ottoman Neighborhoods in the Mid-Nineteenth Century
M. Erdem Kabadayi, Istanbul Bilgi University, History Department
The proposed paper is coming out of a long-term research project started in October  2012 funded by the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey and envisages to compare and map changes of Ottoman and post-Ottoman cities’ occupational structures between 1840s and 1940s. For the time being 17 cities are included in the project:
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This project’s main source is the occupational data extracted, digitized, coded and aggregated to a comparable extent both from the Ottoman tax registers of the 19th, and national censuses (mainly Greek, Bulgarian and Turkish) from the first half of the 20th century. In this paper I would like to focus on three cities Ankara, Bursa, and Salonica in 1840s.
For each city, maps of occupational structure of the neighborhoods will be superimposed upon maps of ethno-religious affiliations of neighborhoods’ inhabitants; and the role of religion and ethnicity in the formation of residential patterns as well as in the organization of economic activity, especially occupational choice, will be compared among three cities. In doing so the old but still important and unsolved debate of ethno-religious division of labour in the Ottoman Empire will be revisited based upon a spatial analysis of economic organization in urban neighborhoods. The results of this investigation will be compared with the dominant yet until now empirically untested assumptions of national(ist) historiographical accounts of the 19th century.
The role of ethno-religious affiliations of inhabitants of Ottoman cities in the making of the urban fabric is a hotly debated subject in the historiography. The envisaged co-existence of different communities in the Ottoman cities oscillates between a harmonious, peaceful sharing of urban spaces and a strict even hostile residential segregation along ethno-religious lines. Only by mapping the ethno-religious characteristics and occupations of city dwellers on neighborhood level can one gain a better understanding of the urban life in the Ottoman Empire. Due to its vast geographical extent trying to find an overarching Ottoman modus of vivendi of sharing urban space is not realistic. Yet by mapping city specific information one can get a fuller and differentiated picture of urban life in the Ottoman Empire. 
In the chosen three cities, Ankara, Bursa and Salonica we can assess three levels of segregation. In Salonica there was no mixed neighborhoods. The mid-nineteenth city was divided along strict religious boundaries. Jews, Muslims and Greeks lived in separate neighborhoods and even concentrating on three regions in the city. 
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In Bursa there was only one Jewish neighborhood and with exclusively Jewish inhabitants. The three other ethno-religious communities Greeks, Armenians and Muslims lived in partially mixed neighborhoods. There was no neighborhood with Orthodox Christian and Armenian inhabitants but both of these Christians lived also in neighborhoods with Muslim inhabitants in hybrid neighborhoods. Nevertheless the Armenians had a high regional concentration in the southeast of the city.
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For our last city, Ankara, we have a less full picture since we could not locate an important part of the neighborhoods on the map. Yet even it its limited coverage Ankara shows the lowest degree of segregation.
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Similar to Bursa there is again one Jewish neighborhood yet it also has Muslim inhabitants. Moreover there are several neighborhoods with three communities, Muslims, Armenians and Greeks. 

Since for Salonica and Bursa we can map a fuller picture of neighborhoods it is worthwhile to map occupational concentrations of neighborhoods upon the ethno-religious concentrations and as question about the role of ethno-religious characteristics in occupational choices of the city dwellers. For the time being we are using a vector graphics editor software to produce our maps. In the later stages of our research project we would like to switch to GIS tools to produce further and more detailed maps.
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