Digitized and Digital
Primary Sources

Challenges and Opportunities
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proposed plan

» brief talk on technical background
» discussion

» try resources by yourself

» feedback
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Technical Background

» Scanning

Scaners at work at the Internet Archive
Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/22/technology/22library.html?

Scan robots
http://www.alfasoft.ro/
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Technical Background

» Scanning
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Google‘s Patent for scaning books
Source: http://www.cnet.com/news/patent-reveals-googles-book-
scanning-advantage/
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Technical Background

» Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
» Optical Layout Recognition (OLR)

» Named Entity Recognition (NER)
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Digitized Sources — Some
limitations

» decentralized initiatives (national, regional,
focused on a topic, or even on one title)

» free of charge vs fees

» different portals, no federated search
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Digitized Sources — Some
limitations

» Europeana
» research.europeana.eu

» DPLA

» Google Books, Internet Archive, Project
Gutenberg
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Europeana Newspapers Project
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project partners

associated partners

networking partners
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Europeana Newspapers Project

» 11 million pages full-text searchable
+ meta data of 8 million pages

ANNO
Historische Zeitungen
und Zedtschriften

The British
NEWSPAPER

Archive

One place, millions of stories

CHRONICLING AMERICA

Historic American Newspapers
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Digitized Sources — Some
limitations
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Project Archive Digitised Physical

European Newspapers Survey Report
http://www.europeana-newspapers.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/D4.1-Europeana-newspapers-survey-report.pdf
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Digitized Sources — Some
limitations
» ,Copyright cliff of death*

» different national laws
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Digitized Sources — Some

limitations

Trove newspaper articles by year

Number of articles

S
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Y
Tim Sherratt, TROVE, https://plot.Iy/~wraggé7r7/trove-newspaper-articles-by-year/
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Digitized Sources — Some
limitations
» OCR quality

» Fraktur vs Antigua
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Digitized Sources

Osterreichische
- Nationalbibliothek

See Original at Library..

CONTENT

sie in Marsch zu setzes, »nd alle Truppe +
an die Granzn riicken zn laffen. Die gan®| |
Manarchie wir unter dei. Waffe.l. 'Seit
langer Zeit fihrte Oesterreich zu Konstar
nopel g"gen Frankreich Krieg; es bewirkt
die Wiederannaherung der Turkey und Ej
lands-; es erklarte fich endlich ganz fte?
offen

Indessen beobachtete das Wiener - Kabi
noch Gas tiefste StilifchiveiHen. Seit Sen
mag von Keontainebleau hatte es weder e

m

Beschwerde noch eis Gesuch angsbrach
Ew. Majestat hatten sich zu beschweren
die Ermerdung threr Couriere in Croatim;
Ober Franzésischen Officieren zu Trieft z
fiigte Beleidigungen; (ber an einigen lhre
ltalienizchen Unterthanen veriibte Gewalt
thatigkeiten. Sie erwarteten geduldig die
Ausgleichung dieser Beeintrachtigungen
am s. Marz **} der Herr Gesandte von O«
sterreich mir die Anzeige machte, der K:
sein Herr, habe Befehl geasben, seine Tr
pen auf den Kregsfult zu fetzen. Er gab
Ursache dieser Maltregel an, den aus A
dolid an die Karsten des Rheinbundes ge
teten ErlaF, einige Artikel in den Zeitungs
und endlich die Zurlckkunft Ew. Majesta
nach Paris. Ew. Majestat befahlen mir
Adurrh sine Mate antwnrten warin irch mi

Wiener Zeitung

&~ 25 June 1809 =+

#— 2 of 4 pages = —¥|

LY =
it Marfd gu Tesen, und alle Teuppen
ﬁﬁ die Grdngen rvirlen gn laffen. Die ganye
Monardie war ftater den Waffen. Seit
langer Beit fibrte Defterreidd §u Koaftantis
‘nopel ‘geaen Franfeeid Kricg; ¢ bewiviie
die Wieheranndderung der Tiwfep und’ Cngs
‘tandds e$ exbldrte fid endlich gony frey und

offen. . e
- Xndeffen beobadtete das Wiener - KRabinet.

nodh das tieffte Still{hrocigen. St deut Bers
trag von Fontainebican batfe e weder eine

Be(bwerde nod ein. Sefudy angedrads *). |

Ew. Majeftdt Hatten fich ju befdhweren dber
die Erimoroung Iprer Couriere in Croatien;
fiber Erangdfijhen Officieren gu Teieft juges
fiigte Beleivigungen ; ftber an umgg Shrer
Stalienifden Mnterthanen verfibte Sewalt-
thatigleiten, Sie ermarteten geduldig die

Ausgleihung diefer Becintrdtigungen, als-

am 2z, Pdrg **) der Herr Gefandie von Dee
Rerreid -mit bie ugeige madie, der Kaifer,

fein Here, Habe Verehl gegeben, feine Erups !

pen anf den Kreiegsfip su fepen. Er gad ald
trfade Ddiefer ﬁgaﬁtcgd an, dent aus Valla-
bolid an die Firfien ded Rbeindbundes geridy-
tetent Celof, cinige Artifel in den Beitungen,

sie in Marsch zu setze», »nd alle
Truppe»

an die Granzn riicken zn laffen. Die
ganAe

Monarchie wir unter dei. Waffe.l. 'Seit
langer Zeit fihrte Oesterreich zu
Konstanti-

nopel gAgen Frankreich Krieg; es
bewirkte

die Wiederannaherung der Turkey
und Eng

lands-; es erklarte fich endlich ganz
fte? und

offen. ,

Martin Schaller




Digitized Sources

KI3

Koninklijke Bibliotheek

See Onginal at Library..
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Advertisement.

WHEREAS several Land Owners have
suil neglected to pay the Annual
lassessment of one half per cent on the v
of Lands. and the Tax of one sliver silver
on each fruit bearing Cocoa-nut Tree in tl
Environs of Batavia for (he last year —Mc
ti< m is hereby given, that such persons
lat.ee more called upon to make the said
ir uts with the usual tims thereon, atthe
Office of the R sident of th] Environs at |
|Campong Macasser before the end of Jit
next, and that if after the aDove stipulatel
riod, any Land Owners may be still want—
h rein, legal measures will be adopted to
recover the said taxes from them

. v DOORNINCK,

\Asst. lies. Environs.

Bidara Tjena, May 1815.

Advertentie.

M ADEM AAL verschelde Land Eigenare
lals nog nalatig zvu gebleven in het ~
betalen van het een h= If per cent op de ¢
taxeerde waarde der Landeryen, en de b
ting van een stuiver zilver op de vrugt dia
igende Klapper Boonin in de Ommelande

Java government gazette

+— (02 June 1815 —*
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recover Lhe said taxes from them
M. v. DOORNINCK,
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al op Bipa®a TseNa, May 22, 1815,

Advertisement.

WHEREAS several Land Owners
have

suil neglected to pay the Annual
assessment of one half per cent
on the value

of Lands, and the Tax of one
sliver silver

on each fruit bearing Cocoa-nut
Tree in the

Environs of Batavia for (he last
year —No-

ti< m is hereby given, that such
persons ara

at.ee more called upon to make
the said pay
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Digitized

Osterreichische
' Nationalbibliothek
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Digital Sources

» Internet Archive
2012: 10 petabyte = 10.000 terabyte

ARCHIVE
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» British Library‘s 2014 domain crawl:
july 2014
1,3 gigabyte viruses
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Digital Sources
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Research Infrastructures

» DARIAH (Digital Research Infrastructure for the
Arts and Humanities)

» CLARIN (Common Language Resources and
Technology Infrastructure)
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Research Infrastructures

» Mission Statement DARIAH

DARIAH...aims to enhance and support digitally-enabled research and teaching
across the humanities and arts...By working with communities of practice,
DARIAH-EU will bring together individual state-of-the-art digital Arts and
Humanities activities across Europe.

It will preserve, provide access to and disseminate research that stems from these
collaborations and ensure that best practices, methodological and technical
standards are followed.

The DARIAH-EU infrastructure will be a connected network of tools, information,
people and methodologies for investigating, exploring and supporting research
across the broad spectrum of the Digital Humanities.

Source: https://dariah.eu/about/mission.html
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Digitized and Digital Sources

» Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie (1968):
,1he historian of tomorrow will be a programmer or he will be

nothing.”
quoted in L. Stone, ,The Revival of Narrative’, in Past and Present (1979), pp.13.
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Digitized and Digital Sources

>

http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/tel4/newspapers
(European newspaper corpus)

nitp://anno.onb.ac.at/ (example of national initiative
Austria)

nttp://gallica.bnf.fr/?lang=DE (example of national
Initiative France)

nttp://trove.nla.gov.au/ (Australia ,benchmark®)

nttp://www.eluxemburgensia.lu/ (example for
completeness)

nttp://dp.la/ (USA)
nttp://archive.org/web/ (Webarchive)

Martin Schaller



Digitized and Digital Sources

» Roy Rosenzweig (2003):
,2Historians, in fact, may be facing a fundamental
paradigm shift from a culture of scarcity to a

culture of abundance.”

Roy Rosenzweig, ,Scarcity or Abundance? Preserving the Past in a
Digital Era’ in The American Historical Review (2003), p 735-762
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Many thanks
for your attention!
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